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INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITIES

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report sets out the priority areas in relation to people across 
Allerdale and identifies projects that are considered to improve the 
lives and opportunities for the local population.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Allerdale Local Committee has both executive and non-executive 
duties as set out in the County Council’s constitution. At its meeting on 
3 April 2018, the local committee agreed an allocation of £16,000 from 
the General Provision for small community projects. The remainder has 
not been allocated further.

2.2 Currently, funding to projects in the community is on a non-
geographical basis on the understanding that these funds would be 
used where they were most needed and where the greatest benefits 
could be achieved.

2.3 Allerdale local committee has previously agreed to a set of grant 
funding priorities which will result in positive recommendations for 
funding where projects can demonstrate longer term benefit and will:

 Enable access to employment
 Address the NEET sector amongst young people
 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well
 Healthy attitudes towards alcohol
 Mental wellbeing
 Obesity including healthy weights in children
 Reducing levels of smoking and harm caused by smoking

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities
 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area



2.4 The work of the local committee contributes to the achievement of the 
Council Plan 2018-2022 vision which is to be 

 A Council that works with residents, businesses and 
communities and other organisations to deliver the best services 
possible within the available resources.

2.5 The outcomes of this vision are: 

 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe

 Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving

 The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone

2.6 There are no negative equality implications arising out of the 
recommendations of this report. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING

3.1 Members note the recent health data relating to Allerdale.

3.2 Members agree to allocate up to £15,000 to support community 
projects that are promoting health and wellbeing as part of the Tour of 
Britain event.

3.3 Members agree to commit up to £2,000 to support refugees that 
resettle in Allerdale towards assisting them to fully integrate within our 
communities.

3.4 Members agree to commit £900 to support Cumbria Development 
Education Centre towards their ‘Hidden Stories – Shared Lives-
extending the conversation’ project. 

3.5 Members agree to commit £3,900 to support Moorclose Community 
Centre to provide a community hub through a Wi-Fi Café on the 
campus.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report is prepared to give Members an overview of the issues and 
concerns affecting the people who live in Allerdale. 

4.2 A General Provision budget was allocated to Allerdale Local Committee of 
£77,399. It was agreed at its meeting on 3 April 2018 to set aside a fund of 
£16,000 to be awarded to small community projects. Further allocations of 
the General Provision were not made.

4.3 The project applications in this report seek to improve the lives of people 
who live in Allerdale and to meet the agreed funding priorities as set out in 
paragraph 2.3. The details of the applications are set out in paragraphs 5.1 
to 5.7.



4.4 Allerdale Health Data Update

ONS (Office for National Statistics) released the latest data recently on 
Healthy Life Expectancy (HLE) 2009 to 2013.The healthy life expectancy, 
where people are classed as having good general health, for males in 
Allerdale is an average of 63.4 years with a HLE inequality of 15.2 years.

4.5 For females the healthy life expectancy is 64.8 years with a HLE inequality of 
17.7 years. For men HLE in Moss Bay Ward is 53.7 years compared to 
Keswick 69 years. Therefore, if a male in Moss Bay has a life expectancy of 
74.7 years this data anticipates they would have 21 years (74.7 less HLE of 
53.7) of poor health and in Keswick, where life expectancy is 81.5 years it 
would equate to 12.5 years of poor health. In effect for a male born in Moss 
Bay, not only is life expectancy lower but for a significant number of years, 
the expectation is that those residing there would not have good health.

4.6 For females HLE in Moss Bay is 53.8 years compared to Broughton St 
Bridgets of 71.5 years. With a life expectancy of 76.3 years, females in Moss 
Bay will on average have 22.5 years of poor health compared to a female in 
Broughton St Bridget’s of 20 years. However this is in the context  that a 
female in Broughton St Bridget’s  has an average life expectancy of 91.6 
years.

4.7 For males, the other wards where HLE impacts in the fifties the results are 
Moorclose 56.5, Ewanrigg 56.9, Netherhall 58.2 and St Michael’s 58.6. For 
females the HLE impacts in the fifties in Moorclose at 59.

4.8 Allerdale is in the bottom (worst) quartile in England and Wales for HLE and 
HLE inequality for both males and females.

4.9 This data helps to provide evidence to support the previously agreed grant 
giving priorities, as set out in paragraph 2.3, specifically aging well.

5.0 COMMUNITY PROJECTS

PROJECT 1

Tour of Britain

5.1 The Tour of Britain will be coming to Cumbria once again this year and the 
County Council are keen to use the event to promote public health issues by 
working with communities and groups to encourage people to become more 
active. The Community Services Team is working with partners to identify a 
wide range of activities and events in the run-up to the events which starts 
on 3 September 2018.

One of these activities is the launch of a Bike Library operating from 
Workington Library which Local Committee has previously provided funding 
for. A number of community activities are either free to deliver or can be 
funded by partners or by charging a participation fee. However, there are a 
number of activities which will encourage lifelong good health activities which 
require small amounts of funding or simply encourage communities to come 
together to celebrate the Tour coming to Cumbria where one or more of the 
grant giving priorities are met. 



5.2 Local committee is being asked to authorise an amount up to the value of 
£15,000 to be spent on Tour of Britain associated community activity 
particularly where it progresses the public health agenda and / or creates 
legacy within a community. This money would be allocated from within the 
General Provision.

5.3 This project has the potential to meet the following agreed grant funding 
priorities:

 Address the NEET sector amongst young people

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well
 Mental wellbeing
 Obesity including healthy weights in children

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area

PROJECT 2

Support for Refugees

5.4 Cumbria Leaders Board made a commitment to re-settle 285 refugees 
across Cumbria over a three year period. This process is now into its second 
year. Provision is made by central government to support refugees so that 
they can become members of our communities. Informal support, run 
alongside the statutory provision helps refugees to settle and integrate and 
local committee is being asked to authorise an amount up to the value of 
£2,000 to be spent within the voluntary sector on activities which assist 
integration, reducing social isolation and enabling refugees to take training 
and employment opportunities where they would otherwise experience 
difficulty.

5.5 There are support networks that operate within Allerdale and these would be 
engaged with to ensure any funded activities meet these priorities.

5.6 This project has the potential to meet the following agreed grant funding 
priorities:

 Enable access to employment

 Address the NEET sector amongst young people

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Mental wellbeing

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area



PROJECT 3

Cumbria Development Education Centre

Cumbria Development Education Centre aim to tour the county with their 
Hidden Stories exhibition and workshops. The exhibition will be for a full 
week with a workshop at the end which shares and celebrates the story of 
migration to Cumbria. 

Through the delivery of the themed workshops within local libraries, CDEC 
will work with intergenerational groups (children and young people, their 
parents and the wider community) to challenge stereotypes and help them 
create a place of welcome. The workshops engage participants in critical 
thinking, with the aim of bringing people together and building strong 
relationships in and across communities.

The cost of this project is £900 and the organisation are applying for the full 
amount from local committee.

5.7 This project meets the following agreed grant funding priorities:

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Mental wellbeing

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

PROJECT 4

Applicant: Moorclose Community Centre

Moorclose Community Centre aim to open a Wi-Fi Café on the Community 
Campus to benefit local residents and users of the facilities on the campus. 
There has been significant work undertaken on the building which has been 
funded by capital reserves. The grant applied for is to fund internal fixtures 
and fittings e.g. tables, chairs, units, worktops etc.

The café will provide an area where people can meet, relax and feel part of 
the local area. The Wi-Fi facilities will allow people who do not have home 
broadband access to deal with online accounts. The café will be open to 
provide refreshments during the planned cinema events, dance shows and 
sporting events. 

The total cost of the project is £4,900 and the organisation are applying for 
£3,900 from local committee.

This project meets the following agreed grant funding priorities:

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Mental wellbeing

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area



6.0 OPTIONS

6.1 Members can approve the applications as presented. 

6.2 Members can reject or defer the applications as presented. 

6.3 Members can defer any application and request further information prior to 
decision.

7.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

7.1 General provision unallocated resource is £61,847. If the recommendations 
in section 3 are approved (grants totalling £21,800) the remaining 
unallocated resource will be £40,047.

8.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 It is a function of Local Committees under Part 2(D) of the Constitution, to 
determine and approve applications for grants.  Members can therefore 
approve the recommendations should they choose to do so.   

9.0 CONCLUSION

9.1 Allerdale Local Committee continues to allocate grant funding that clearly 
meets one or more of its agreed grant giving priorities, ensuring that funding 
is granted based on need.

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services
May 2018

APPENDICES

No appendices

Electoral Division(s): All

*  Please remove whichever option is not applicable

Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?



No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
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CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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